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Barriers to the Circular Economy: Evidence From the
European Union (EU) [1]
"The circular economy concept is much discussed in the European Union (EU), but only limited
progress has been accomplished so far regarding its implementation. Most scholarly studies blame
this on various technological barriers. Our work rebuts these studies. We present the first
large-N-study on circular economy barriers in the EU (208 survey respondents, 47 expert interviews).
We find that cultural barriers, particularly a lack of consumer interest and awareness as well as a
hesitant company culture, are considered the main circular economy barriers by businesses and
policy-makers. These are driven by market barriers which, in turn, are induced by a lack of
synergistic governmental interventions to accelerate the transition towards a circular economy.
Meanwhile, not a single technological barrier is ranked among the most pressing circular economy
barriers, according to our research. Overall, our work suggests that circular economy is a niche
discussion among sustainable development professionals at this stage. Significant efforts need to be
undertaken for the concept to maintain its momentum."
(https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921800917317573 [2])
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Time frame for impacts to materialize:
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Environmental awareness of consumers [11]
Changes to corporate culture [12]
Regulatory environment [13]
Other [14]

Administrative level:
EU [15]

Method of valuation:
Qualitative assessment [16]
Quantitative assessment [17]

The CIRCULAR IMPACTS project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020
Programme for Research and Innovation under the Grant Agreement no. 730316.

Source URL: https://circular-impacts.eu/library/1792
Links
[1] https://circular-impacts.eu/library/1792
[2] https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921800917317573
[3] https://circular-impacts.eu/type-evidence/newspaper-articlesblogs
[4] https://circular-impacts.eu/type-evidence/studiesreports
[5] https://circular-impacts.eu/type-evidence/scientific-articles
[6] https://circular-impacts.eu/type-evidence/government-documents
[7] https://circular-impacts.eu/sectors/economy-whole
[8] https://circular-impacts.eu/time-frame-impacts-materialize/not-specifiednot-applicable
[9] https://circular-impacts.eu/enabling-factors/technological-development-and-cost-technologies
[10] https://circular-impacts.eu/enabling-factors/business-models-and-collaboration-between-compan
ies-value-chain
[11] https://circular-impacts.eu/enabling-factors/environmental-awareness-consumers
Copyright © 2018 – Ecologic Institute | Legal Notice | Privacy Notice

Page 2 of 3

Barriers to the Circular Economy: Evidence From the European Union (EU)
Published on CIRCULAR IMPACTS (https://circular-impacts.eu)
[12]
[13]
[14]
[15]
[16]
[17]

https://circular-impacts.eu/enabling-factors/changes-corporate-culture
https://circular-impacts.eu/enabling-factors/regulatory-environment
https://circular-impacts.eu/enabling-factors/other
https://circular-impacts.eu/administrative-level/eu
https://circular-impacts.eu/method-valuation/qualitative-assessment
https://circular-impacts.eu/method-valuation/quantitative-assessment

Copyright © 2018 – Ecologic Institute | Legal Notice | Privacy Notice

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Page 3 of 3

